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AMENDMENTS IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A method of providing a contem, characterized in that: 
when a content is txansmined to a user, an electronic watermark wotor Txmk. for 
preventing execution of said content is embedded in said contem and at least infoiniation 
associated with the user, to v^hom said content is to be transmitted, is added to said content; and 

when said content is executed, said information associated with the user who has received 
saia content is checked at bother nransmitting and receiving ends, and the execution of said 
content is allowed by removal of said electronic watermark wator murk if and only if the result of 
the checjdng indicates that said content is an authorized content. 

Claim 2 (currently amended) A content providing server, characterised in that; 

when a content is transmitted to a i»scr, said content providing server embeds an 
elecnronic waiermark wattar mark for preventing execution of said content in said content and 
adds at least information associated with the user to whom said content is to be nransmitted to 
sajd content; and 

when said content i$ executed, said content providing server checks said infonuation 
associated with die user to whom said content has been transmined, and gives to the user 
permission to execute said content by removal of said electronic watermark wat e r maife if and 
only xf the result of the checking indicates that said content is an autborieed content. 

Claim 3 (currently amended) A client terminal for use in a content providing 
iiifrastructure, characterized in that; 
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said client tenuinal STores a content in which an embedded electronic watermark for 
preventing execution of said content is enibedded and lo which at least infonnanon associated 
with a nser is added; and 

when said content is executed, said content is executed by removal of said electronic 
watermark w ^Qiof mark in accordance with information which allows said conieut to be executed 
and which is supplied from a content supplying server if and only if said information associated 
with the i^er to whom said content has been provided indicates that said content is an authorized 
content. 

CUim 4 (previously presented) A content providing system comprising: 
a content provider including a content server which stores plural kinds of digital contents 
and also including in v/bich information associated with a user is regisiered; 
at least one user terminal; and 

a network fior connecting said at least one user terminal to said content provider, wherein: 
said content provider includes a user database for registering, in advance, infoimaiion 
associated with a user received from said at least one user terminal; 

when said content provider receives from a user terminal a request for providing a 
panicular content, said content provider requests said user terminal to resend the information 
associated with said user and transmits the requested content combined with said information 
associated with said user after checking that said information associated with said user is 
consistent with the information registered in said user database; 
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when the comeni transmined from said content provider is executed at said user terminal, 
said user terminal cbecjcs whether the infoimation associated with said user included in the 
content is coiisisient with the infonnatioxj stored in the user terminal; and 

in accordance with the result of the checking perfonned at said user terminal, said content 
provider determines whether to transmit a content execution permission command to said user 
termitial; 

wherein;said content provider finrtber includes encryption means for encrypting the 
information associated with a user and embedding an elecnronic watermark in said content for 
preventing execution of said content* and. when said content provider receives from a user 
terminal a request for providing a particujar content, said content provider transmits the 
requesxed content after combining the requested content with the infonnaiion associated with 
said user and with the electronic wateraiark; and 

wherein said comem execution permission command transmined from said content 
provider serves to remove said electronic watermark for allovring execution of said content. 

Claim 5 (previously presented) A content providing system comprising: 
a content provider including a content server which stores plural kinds of digital contents 
and also including a user database in which information associated with a user is registered; 
at least one user terminal; 

a network for connecting said at least one user terminal to said content provider, wherein 
said content provider includes a user database for registering, in advance, infomaation 
associated with a user received from said at least one user terminal; 
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when said content provider receives from a user terminal a request for providing ^ 
panicular coment, said content provider requests said user terminal to resend the infonmation 
associated with said user and transmits the requested content combined with said information 
associated with said user after checking that said information associated with said user is 
consistent with the information registered in said user database; and 

when said content provided by said conteat provided is executed, said content provider 
requests said user lenninal to resend the information associated with said user, checks whether 
the information associated with said user resent from said user terminal is consistent with the 
information registered in said user daiabase. and then determines, in accordance with the result 
of the checking, whether to transmit a content execution permission comtxiand to said user 
terminal; 

wbereinisaid content provider further includes encryption means for encrypting the 
inforaiation associated with a user and embedding an electronic watermaik in said content for 
preventing execution of said content, and, when said content provider receives from a user 
terminal a request for providing a particular content, said content provider transmits the 
requested content after combining the requested content with the information associated with 
said user and with the electronic watermark; and 

wherein said content execution permission command transmitted from said content 
provider serves to remove said electronic watennark for allowing execution of said content. 

Claim 6 (original) A content providing system according to one of Claims 4 and 5» 
wherein said information associated with the user includes ai least a user name, a password, and 
a device ID uniquely assigned to a device of said user. 
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Claim 7 (original) A content providing system according to one of Claims 4 wd 5, 
wherein: 

when the infannation associated with a user received from a user terminal is registered, 
in advance, in the user database of said content provider, said content provider transmits to said 
user a card on which a card ID is sTored; and 

said infonnation associated with the user includes at least a user name, a password, a 
device ID uniquely assigned to a device of said user, and said card ID- 

Ciaim 8 (canceletl) 

Claim 9 (previously presented) A content provider connected to at least one user 
terminal via a network, s^d content provider comprising; 

a content server which stores plural kinds of digital contents; and 

a user database for registering, in advance, information associated with a user received 
from said at least one user tenninaJ, wherein: 

when said content provider receives from a user tenninal a request for providing a 
parcicular content, said content provider requests said user tenninal to resend the infonnation 
associated with said user and transmits the requested cohtet^t combined with said infbmaation 
associated with said user after checking that said infonnation associated with said user is 
consistent with the infonnation registered in said t*ser database; and 

when the content transmitted from said content provider is executed, checking is 
performed as to whether the information associated with said user included in said content is 
consistent with the information stored in the user tenninal, and said content provider determines. 
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in accordance with the result of the checking, whether to transmit a content execution 
permission command to said user terminal; 

whereinrsaid content provider further includes encryption means for encrypting the 
infomiation associated with a user and embedding an electronic wateraiark in said content for 
preventing execution of said content, and, when said content provider receives from a user 
terminal a request for providing a particular content, said content provider nransmlts the 
requested content after combining the requested content with the information associated with 
said user and with the electronic watennailc; and 

wherein said content execution permission comnmnd transmitted from said content 
provider serves to remove said electrotuc watermark for allowing execution of said content. 

Clmm 10 (previously presentee)) A content provider connected to at least one user 
terminal via a network, said content provider comprising'. 

a content server which stores plural kinds of digital contents; and 

a user database for registering, in advance, information associated with a user received 
from said at least one user terminal, wherein: 

when said content provider receives from a user terminal a request for providing a 
particular content, said content provider requests said user terminal to resend the iriformarton 
associated with said user and transmits the requested content combined with said information 
associated with said user alter checking that said information associated with said user is 
consistent with the information registered in said user database; and 

when said content transmitted from said content provider is executed, said content 
provider requests said user terminal to resend the information associated with said user, checks 
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whetUer ihe mformation associated with said user resent from said user temunal is consistent 
with the inforaiatioa registered in said user database, and then detetmiwes, in accordance with the 
result of the checking, whether to transmit a content execution permission command to said user 
tenninal; 

wherein:said content provider further includes encryption means for encrypting The 
infonnation associated with a user and embedding an electronic watermark in said content for 
preventing execution of said content, and, when said content provider receives from a user 
tenninal a request for providing a particular content, said coniem provider transmits the 
requested content after combining the requested content with the infoimaiion associated with 
said user and with the electronic watermark; and 

wherein said content execution permission conmiand transmitted from said content 
provider serves to remove said electronic watermaik for allowing execution of said content. 

Claim II torigmftl) A content providing system accordiiig to one of Claims 9 and 10, 
wherein said information associated with the user includes at least a user name, a password, and 
a device CD uniquely assigned to a device of said user. 

Claim 12 (original) A content providing system according to one of Claims 9 and 10, 
wherein: 

when the information associated with a user received from a user terminal is registered, 
in advance, in the user database of said content provider, said content provider transmits to said 
user a card on which a card ID is stored; and 
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said informaiion associaied wi\h the user includes a; least a user name, a password, a 
device ID ujiiqaely assigned to a device of said user, and said card ID. 

Ciaim 13 (canceled) 

Claim 14 (currently amended) A content providing method for use in a content 
providing system comprising a content provider includmg a content server which stores plural 
kinds of digital contents, at least one user tenninal, and a network for connecting said at least one 
user terminal to said content provider, said content providing method comprising: 

a step of registering, in advance, information associated with a user received from at least 
one user terminal m a user database of said content provider; 

a step in which when said content provider receives from a user terminal a request for 
providing a particular content, said content provider requests said user terminal to resend the 
infomfiation associated with said user and transmits the requested content combined with said 
information associated with said user after checking that said information associated with said 
user is consistent with the in&rmation registered in said user database; 

a step in which when the content cratismined from said content provider is executed at 
said user terminal, said user teraiinal checks whether the information associated with said user 
included in the content is consistent with the information stored in the iiser terminal; and 

a step in which, in accordance with the resuh of the checking performed at said us^- 
teraiinaJ, said content provider determines whether to transmit a content execution permission 
command to said user terminal, said content execution peimission command including key 

9 

PAGE10/16*RCVDAT6l6/20053:03:06PM[EasternDaylightTim^^ 



Jun-06-2005 03:1 Ipm Frora-KATTENMUCHtN15REPT 



2129407049 



T-497 P. 01 1/016 F-213 



infoTmatioTi for removing m embedded electronic wa|crmar)i: w^tej-mfl* from the content, said 
embedded electronic watermark wat e r operating to prevent execution of tlie content. 

Claim 15 (currenrty ^mended) A content providing method for use in a content 
providing system comprising a content provider including a content servet which stores plural 
kinds of digital contents, at least one user terminal, and a network for connecting said at least one 
user terminal to said conient provider, said content providing method comprising: 

a step of registering, in advance, infonmation associated with a user received from said at 
least one user terminal in a user database of said conient provider, 

a step in which when said content provider receives from a user tenninal a request for 
providing a particuJar content, said content provider requests said user tenninal to resend the 
infiirmation associated with said user and transmits the requested content combined with said 
information associated with said user after checking that said information associated with said 
user is consistent with the information registered in said user database; ml 

a step in which when said conient transmitted from said content provider is executed, said 
content provider requests said user terminal to resend the information associated with said user 
and nansmits a content execution permission command to said tiser terminal after checking ihdX 
the information associated wdth said user resent from said user terminal is consistent with the 
information registered in said t^ser database, said content execution permission command 
including key information for removing an embedded electronic watefff^aijc wator nuuk from 
said content, said embedded elecuonic watermark water mark operating to prevent execution of 
the content. 
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16. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein when the result of the checking indicates that 
said content is an authorized content, key infonnaiion tor removal of said electronic watennark 
is transmitted to the user. 

17. Cnew) The method of claim 16. wherein the key information represents a data location 
of said content at which the electronic watermark is embedded. 

18. (new) The method of claim 16, ftirther coropiising the step of deleting the key 
information by the user after removal of the electronic watermark. 

19. (new) The content providing system of claim 4. wherein said content execution 
permission command transmitted from said content provider includes key information 
representing a data location of the content at which the electronic watennark is embedded. 

20. (new) The content providing method of claim 14, wherein the key information 
represents a data location of the content at which the electronic watermark is embedded. 

21. (new) The content providing mediod of claim 14. ftirther comprising a step in which 
said user terminal deletes the key information after removing of the electronic waieiraaric. 
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